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“Satter’s Half Straddle company is launching a particularly 
coordinated goal-line drive to a new feminist form.”

-Time Out New York



HALF STRADDLE is an Obie Award-winning Brooklyn-based ensem-
ble of performers and designers that makes plays, performances, 
videos and music written and directed by Tina Satter.

This critically acclaimed company began in 2008; has toured its 
shows in the U.S., Europe, and Asia; has had several plays named 
New York Times Critic's Picks; and in 2013 won the Obie Award for 
emerging theater company.

Artistic Director Tina Satter was named a 2014 Doris Duke Impact 
Award winner and is nominated for the prestigious European ZKB Pa-
tronage Prize for her most recent show, House of Dance. 





“If you think deconstructionist, experimental theater must 
be dry and dreary, then Half Straddle has a surprise for 
you.” 
– The New York Times

"Satter's poetry and her sly sense of humor challenge 
conventional narrative structure." 
– Culturebot

“With her company, Half Straddle, Satter has specialized in 
pitch-perfect lo-fi throwback spectacles, arch reminders of 
high school and its terrible grand stakes. Her artistic rela-
tives include Wes Anderson and—with her ensemble of 
gender-playful, deadpan actors—Andy Warhol.” 
– Time Out New York



Director’s Statement

I think of the projects I make as performative laboratories to deconstruct the pre-
conceived, and am particularly interested in feminist and queer dynamics. I often 
set my work among groups of people and their attempts to connect with others. 
Original music and a stylized approach to design elements are created for each 
piece. A central tenet of my practice is the re-framing of known idioms and situa-
tions often presented to us on stage and film. I'm always trying to convey and 
show the edges, the corners, the underneath of moments and emotions and 
desires—and I'm truly experimenting with how to make that happen in subversive 
ways that still allow for a beauty and theatricality that could ignite a heartbeat, or 
frame a feeling.





Recent Work

House of Dance, a play about a young transgender tap student in a small-town solo class that gets 
thrown unexpectedly off course, was featured at PS122’s COIL Festival in 2014. Named a New York 
Times Critic’s Pick, it tours to festivals in Europe and Japan in Fall 2014.

In January 2013, COIL Festival premiered Seagull (Thinking of you), a feminist reworking of Chekov’s 
Seagull. The show toured in the U.S. and throughout Europe in 2013 and 2014.

Other recent touring shows include two of Half Straddle’s sports-themed works. NYT Critic’s Pick In 
the Pony Palace/FOOTBALL, about an all-female football team, has been performed at Automne en 
Normandie in  France and will be featured at the Fringe Arts Festival in Philadelphia in September 2014. 
The Company’s poetic narrative about field hockey, Away Uniform, was featured at Culturgest in 
Lisbon in 2013, after premiering in NYC in 2012.

The company is currently developing a web series and a new theater production commisioned by The 
Kitchen to premiere in 2015.



B i o :  TINA SATTER

Tina Satter was born in a small town in New Hampshire where, throughout middle 
and high school, she traveled the state playing field hockey. She received her 
bachelor’s in Literature from Bowdoin College before moving to Portland, Oregon 
for eight years. There, she began writing and performing in plays while attending 
Reed College for a M.A. in Liberal Studies. After a stint teaching playwriting in Du-
rango, Colorado, Satter moved to New York, where she now resides, and at-
tended Brooklyn College’s M.F.A. Playwriting program run by downtown theater 
legend Mac Wellman.

As Artistic Director of Half Straddle, Satter has written and directed seven critically 
acclaimed shows that have toured in Asia, the U.S., and throughout Europe. 
Named a “2011 Off-Off Broadway Innovator to Watch” by Time Out New York, 
she was a recipient of the 2014 Doris Duke Impact Award, and has had residen-
cies at Yaddo, Wooster Group’s Performing Garage, Kitchen L.A.B, MASS MoCA, 
and New Museum. She has been a guest artist and teacher at Princeton Univer-
sity, Reed College, Playwrights Horizons Theater School, and Fordham University. 
She will be a visiting professor at the University of Michigan this coming spring.
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